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and both were making foi Gaul by different loutes The Celts of Gaul had had then day In past generations they had held the Geiman invaders at bay, and had even followed them into their own territories But they had split among themselves They no longer offered a common front to the enemy They were ceasing to be able to maintain their own independence, and the question of the future was whether Gaul was to be the prey of Germany or to be a piov-ince of Rome.
Events appeared already to have decided The invasion of the Teutons and the Cirnbii was like the pouring in of two gieat riveis. Each division consisted of hundieds of thousands They travelled, with their wives and children, then? wagons, as with the ancient Scythians and with the modem South Afucan Dutch, being at once their conveyance and their home Giay-haired priestesses tiamped along among them, barefooted, in white linen di esses, the knife at their girdle, northern Iphigenias, sacrificing prisoners as they were taken to the gods of Valhalla On they swept, eating up the country, and the people flying before them In 113 B o the skiits of the Cimbri had encountered a small Roman force near Trieste, and destroyed it Four years later an-othei attempt was made to stop them, but the Roman army was beaten and its camp taken The Cimbnan host did not, however, turn at that time upon Italy Their aim was the south of France They made then way through the Alps into Switzerland, where the Helvetu joined them, and the united mass lolled over the Jura and down the bank of the Rhone Roused at last into the eseition, the Senate sent into Gaul the laigest force which the Romans